
Mrs. Gregory’s 

7 th Grade Summer Reading List  
  
As a guide for choosing, keep in mind that the 7th grade Lexile band is 970L-1120L.  A Lexile measure 
helps to ensure students stay within their comfort zones while still challenging themselves when it comes 
to reading comprehension.  
  

➢ Students are to pick one book from the following list to read over the summer and complete a 
project over the book.  
  

Project: Students should pick a scene or quote from the book that was meaningful to them and create a visual 
representation of it.  They can get as creative as they want, but it needs to be clear that time and thought were 
put into the project.  Additionally, students should write an explanation of why they chose what they did, and 
how their visual representation fits into the scene/quote. 
 
  
Jane Austen       Pride and Prejudice                                                                                        1070L 
One of the most universally loved and admired English novels, Pride and Prejudice was penned as a popular entertainment. But the 
consummate artistry of Jane Austen (1775–1817) transformed this effervescent tale of rural romance into a witty, shrewdly observed 
satire of English country life that is now regarded as one of the principal treasures of English language. In a remote Hertfordshire 
village, far off the good coach roads of George III's England, a country squire of no great means must marry off his five vivacious 
daughters. At the heart of this all-consuming enterprise are his headstrong second daughter Elizabeth Bennet and her aristocratic 
suitor Fitzwilliam Darcy — two lovers whose pride must be humbled and prejudices dissolved before the novel can come to its 
splendid conclusion. 
 

J.R.R Tolkien        The Hobbit                                                                                                1000L 

A great modern classic and the prelude to The Lord of the Rings. Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious 

life, rarely traveling any farther than his pantry or cellar. But his contentment is disturbed when the wizard Gandalf and a company of 

dwarves arrive on his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an adventure. They have launched a plot to raid the treasure hoard 

guarded by Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very dangerous dragon. Bilbo reluctantly joins their quest, unaware that on his 

journey to the Lonely Mountain he will encounter both a magic ring and a frightening creature known as Gollum. 

 

Dave Pelzer                A Child Called It                                                                             850L 
This book chronicles the unforgettable account of one of the most severe child abuse cases in California history. It is 
the story of Dave Pelzer, who was brutally beaten and starved by his emotionally unstable, alcoholic mother: a mother 
who played tortuous, unpredictable games—games that left him nearly dead. He had to learn how to play his mother's 
games in order to survive because she no longer considered him a son, but a slave; and no longer a boy, but an "it." 
Dave's bed was an old army cot in the basement, and his clothes were torn and raunchy. When his mother allowed him 
the luxury of food, it was nothing more than spoiled scraps that even the dogs refused to eat. The outside world knew 
nothing of his living nightmare. He had nothing or no one to turn to, but his dreams kept him alive—dreams of 
someone taking care of him, loving him and calling him their son.    
 

 



Ashley Polston                         The Princess and the Fangirl                                               780L 

The Prince and the Pauper gets a modern makeover in this adorable, witty, and heartwarming young adult novel set in 

the Geekerella universe by national bestselling author Ashley Poston. 

Imogen Lovelace is an ordinary fangirl on an impossible mission: save her favorite character, Princess Amara, from 

being killed off from her favorite franchise, Starfield. The problem is, Jessica Stone—the actress who plays Princess 

Amara—wants nothing more than to leave the intense scrutiny of the fandom behind. If this year's ExcelsiCon isn't 

her last, she'll consider her career derailed. 

When a case of mistaken identity throws look-a-likes Imogen and Jess together, they quickly become enemies. But 

when the script for the Starfield sequel leaks, and all signs point to Jess, she and Imogen must trade places to find the 

person responsible. That's easier said than done when the girls step into each other's shoes and discover new romantic 

possibilities, as well as the other side of intense fandom. As these "princesses" race to find the script-leaker, they 

must rescue themselves from their own expectations, and redefine what it means to live happily ever after. 

 
 
Scott Westerfeld        Uglies                                                                                                      770L 
The Uglies series has more than 3 million books in print, has been translated into twenty-seven languages, and spent more than fifty 
weeks on the New York Times bestseller list. Now all four books feature fresh new covers and will reach an even wider audience. 
Tally’s adventures begin in Uglies, where she learns the truth about what life as a Pretty really means. 
 
 
Patrick Ness           A Monster Calls                                                                                      730L 
The monster in Conor’s backyard is not the one he’s been expecting — the one from the nightmare he’s had every night since his 
mother started her treatments. This monster is ancient. And wild. And it wants something from Conor. Something terrible and 
dangerous. It wants the truth. From the final idea of award-winning author Siobhan Dowd — whose premature death from cancer 
prevented her from writing it herself — Patrick Ness has spun a haunting and darkly funny novel of mischief, loss, and monsters 
both real and imagined. 
 
Steve Sheinkin  Bomb: The Race to Build-and steal- the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon   920L 
In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When placed next to radioactive material, a 
Uranium atom split in two. That simple discovery launched a scientific race that spanned 3 continents. In Great Britain and the 
United States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific community; in Norway, a commando force slipped behind enemy 
lines to attack German heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant group of scientists was hidden away at a 
remote site at Los Alamos. This is the story of the plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the world's most 
formidable weapon. This is the story of the atomic bomb.  
 
Candace Fleming      Amelia Lost:The Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart         930L  
 In alternating chapters, Fleming deftly moves readers back and forth between Amelia's life (from childhood up until her last flight) 
and the exhaustive search for her and her missing plane. With incredible photos, maps, and handwritten notes from Amelia 
herself—plus informative sidebars tackling everything from the history of flight to what Amelia liked to eat while flying (tomato 
soup)—this unique nonfiction title is tailor-made for middle graders.  
 
Trenton Lee Stewart         The Mysterious Benedict Society                               900L 
"Are you a gifted child looking for special opportunities?" ad attracts dozens for mind-bending tests readers may try. 
Only two boys and two girls succeed for a secret mission, undercover and underground into hidden tunnels. At the 
Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, the only rule is - there are no rules. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kwame Alexander             The Crossover                                                                           750L "With a bolt of lightning on my kicks 
. . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I’m delivering," announces dread-locked, 
12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, 
he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood from 
Kwame Alexander. 

Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible 
price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family. 
 
 
Mike Lupica                 Fantasy League                                                                         930L 
12-year-old Charlie is a fantasy football guru. He may be just a bench warmer for his school's football team, but when 
it comes to knowing and loving the game, he's first-string. He even becomes a celebrity when his podcast gets noticed 
by a sports radio host, who plays Charlie's fantasy picks for all of Los Angeles to hear. Soon Charlie befriends the 
elderly owner of the L.A. Bulldogs -- a fictional NFL team -- and convinces him to take a chance on an aging 
quarterback. After that, watch out . . . it's press conferences and national fame as Charlie becomes a media curiosity 
and source of conflict for the Bulldogs general manager, whose job Charlie seems to have taken. It's all a bit much for a 
kid just trying to stay on top of his grades and maintain his friendship with his verbal sparring partner, Anna. 
 
 
Roshani Chokshi       Aru Shah and the ENd of Time                                                                  630L 
Twelve-year-old Aru Shah has a tendency to stretch the truth in order to fit in at school. While her classmates are 
jetting off to family vacations in exotic locales, she'll be spending her autumn break at home, in the Museum of 
Ancient Indian Art and Culture, waiting for her mom to return from her latest archeological trip. Is it any wonder that 
Aru makes up stories about being royalty, traveling to Paris, and having a chauffeur? 
One day, three schoolmates show up at Aru's doorstep to catch her in a lie. They don't believe her claim that the 
museum's Lamp of Bharata is cursed, and they dare Aru to prove it. Just a quick light, Aru thinks. Then she can get 
herself out of this mess and never ever fib again. 
But lighting the lamp has dire consequences. She unwittingly frees the Sleeper, an ancient demon whose duty it is to 
awaken the God of Destruction. Her classmates and beloved mother are frozen in time, and it's up to Aru to save them. 
The only way to stop the demon is to find the reincarnations of the five legendary Pandava brothers, protagonists of 
the Hindu epic poem, the Mahabharata, and journey through the Kingdom of Death. But how is one girl in Spider-Man 
pajamas supposed to do all that?  
 
 
 R. J. Palicio                                    The Julian Chapter   
Over 1 million people have read Wonder and have fallen in love with Auggie Pullman, an ordinary boy with an 
extraordinary face. Now readers will have a chance to hear from the book's most controversial character—Julian.  
From the very first day Auggie and Julian met in the pages of the #1 New York Times bestseller Wonder, it was clear they 
were never going to be friends, with Julian treating Auggie like he had the plague. And while Wonder told Auggie's 
story through six different viewpoints, Julian's perspective was never shared. Readers could only guess what he was 
thinking. 
Until now. The Julian Chapter will finally reveal the bully's side of the story. Why is Julian so unkind to Auggie? And does 
he have a chance for redemption? 
 
 
Sharon Huss Roat                            How To Disappear                                                                      HL680L 
Vicky Decker has perfected the art of hiding in plain sight, quietly navigating the halls of her high school undetected 
except by her best (and only) friend, Jenna. But when Jenna moves away, Vicky’s isolation becomes unbearable. 
So she decides to invent a social life by Photoshopping herself into other people’s pictures, posting them on Instagram 
under the screen name Vicurious. Instantly, she begins to get followers, so she adds herself to more photos from all 
over the world with all types of people. And as Vicurious’s online followers multiply, Vicky realizes she can make a 
whole life for herself without ever leaving her bedroom. But the more followers she finds online, the clearer it becomes 
that there are a lot of people out there who feel like her— #alone and #ignored in real life. 
To help them, and herself, Vicky must find the courage to face her fear of being “seen,” because only then can she stop 
living vicariously and truly bring the magic of Vicurious to life. 
In this beautiful and illuminating narrative, Sharon Huss Roat shines a light on our love of social media and how 
sometimes being the person you think you want to be isn’t as great as being the person you truly are. 



C. G. Drews                               The Boy Who Steals Houses   
Can two broken boys find their perfect home? 
Sam is only fifteen but he and his autistic older brother, Avery, have been abandoned by every relative he's ever known. 
Now Sam's trying to build a new life for them. He survives by breaking into empty houses when their owners are away, 
until one day he's caught out when a family returns home. To his amazement this large, chaotic family takes him 
under their wing - each teenager assuming Sam is a friend of another sibling. Sam finds himself inextricably caught up 
in their life, and falling for the beautiful Moxie.  
But Sam has a secret, and his past is about to catch up with him. 
  
 
Meredith May                                The Honey Bus  
An extraordinary story of a girl, her grandfather and one of nature's most mysterious and beguiling creatures: the 
honeybee. Meredith May recalls the first time a honeybee crawled on her arm. She was five years old, her parents had 
recently split and suddenly she found herself in the care of her grandfather, an eccentric beekeeper who made honey in 
a rusty old military bus in the yard. That first close encounter was at once terrifying and exhilarating for May, and in 
that moment she discovered that everything she needed to know about life and family was right before her eyes, in the 
secret world of bees.May turned to her grandfather and the art of beekeeping as an escape from her troubled reality. 
Her mother had receded into a volatile cycle of neurosis and despair and spent most days locked away in the bedroom. 
It was during this pivotal time in May's childhood that she learned to take care of herself, forged an unbreakable bond 
with her grandfather and opened her eyes to the magic and wisdom of nature.The bees became a guiding force in May's 
life, teaching her about family and community, loyalty and survival and the unequivocal relationship between a 
mother and her child. Part memoir, part beekeeping odyssey, The Honey Bus is an unforgettable story about finding 
home in the most unusual of places, and how a tiny, little-understood insect could save a life. 
 
 
Ali Benjamin                          The Thing About Jellyfish                                                                 740L 
This stunning debut novel about grief and wonder was an instant New York Times bestseller and captured 
widespread critical acclaim, including selection as a 2015 National Book Award finalist! 
After her best friend dies in a drowning accident, Suzy is convinced that the true cause of the tragedy must have been a 
rare jellyfish sting--things don't just happen for no reason. Retreating into a silent world of imagination, she crafts a 
plan to prove her theory--even if it means traveling the globe, alone. Suzy's achingly heartfelt journey explores life, 
death, the astonishing wonder of the universe...and the potential for love and hope right next door. 
 
 
Ali Benjamin                          The Next Great Paulie Fink  
When Caitlyn Breen enters the tiny Mitchell School in rural Mitchell, Vermont, she is a complete outsider: the seventh 
grade has just ten other kids, and they've known each other since kindergarten. Her classmates are in for a shock of 
their own: Paulie Fink--the class clown, oddball, troublemaker, and evil genius--is gone this year.  
As stories of Paulie's hijinks unfold, his legend builds, until they realize there's only one way to fill the Paulie-sized 
hole in their class. They'll find their next great Paulie Fink through a reality-show style competition, to be judged by 
the only objective person around: Caitlyn, who never even met Paulie Fink. Who was this kid, anyway--prankster, 
performance artist, philosopher, or fool? Caitlyn's quest to understand Paulie is about to teach her more about herself 
than she ever imagined. 
Told via multiple voices, interviews, and other documents, The Next Great Paulie Fink is a lighthearted yet surprisingly 
touching exploration of how we build up and tear down our own myths... about others, our communities, and 
ourselves.  


